§4284.512

RFP so as to allow for an informed re-
view. Incomplete or non-responsive ap-
plications will not be evaluated fur-
ther. Applicants may revise their appli-
cations and re-submit them prior to
the published deadline if there is suffi-
cient time to do so.

§4284.512 Evaluation process.

(a) Applications will be evaluated by
qualified reviewers appointed by the
Agency.

(b) After all proposals have been eval-
uated using the evaluation criteria and
scored in accordance with the point al-
location specified in the applicable
RFP, the Agency will present to the
Administrator of RBS a list of all ap-
plications in rank order, together with
funding level recommendations.

§4284.513 Evaluation
weights.

Unless supplemented in a RFP, the
criteria listed in this section will be
used to evaluate grants under this sub-
part. Preference will be given to items
in paragraphs (a) through (f) of this
section. The distribution of points to
be awarded per criterion will be identi-
fied in the applicable RFP.

(a) Administrative capabilities. The ap-
plication will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the subject Center has a
track record of administering a nation-
ally coordinated, regional or state-wide
operated project. Centers that have ca-
pable financial systems and audit con-
trols, personnel and program adminis-
tration performance measures and
clear rules of governance will receive
more points than those not evidencing
this capacity.

(b) Technical assistance and other serv-
ices. The Agency will evaluate the ap-
plicant’s demonstrated expertise in
providing technical assistance in Rural
areas.

(¢c) Economic development. The Agency
will evaluate the applicant’s dem-
onstrated ability to assist in the reten-
tion of businesses, facilitate the estab-
lishment of cooperatives and new coop-
erative approaches and generate em-
ployment opportunities that will im-
prove the economic conditions of rural
areas.

(d) Linkages. The Agency will evalu-
ate the applicant’s demonstrated abil-

criteria and
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ity to create horizontal linkages
among businesses within and among
various sectors in rural areas of the
United States and vertical linkages to
domestic and international markets.

(e) Commitment. The Agency will
evaluate the applicant’s commitment
to providing technical assistance and
other services to underserved and eco-
nomically distressed areas in rural
areas of the United States.

(f) Matching Funds. All applicants
must demonstrate Matching Funds
equal to at least 25 percent (b percent
for 1994 Institutions) of the grant
amount requested. Applications ex-
ceeding these minimum commitment
levels will receive more points.

(g) Delivery. The Agency will evaluate
whether the Center has a track record
in providing technical assistance in
rural areas and accomplishing effective
outcomes in cooperative development.
The Center’s potential for delivering
effective cooperative development as-
sistance, the expected effects of that
assistance, the sustainability of coop-
erative organizations receiving the as-
sistance, and the transferability of the
Center’s cooperative development
strategy and focus to other States will
also be assessed.

(h) Work Plan/Budget. The work plan
will be reviewed for detailed actions
and an accompanying timetable for im-
plementing the proposal. Clear, logical,
realistic and efficient plans will result
in a higher score. Budgets will be re-
viewed for completeness and the qual-
ity of non Federal funding commit-
ments.

(1) Qualifications of those Performing
the Tasks. The application will be eval-
uated to determine if the personnel ex-
pected to perform key center tasks
have a track record of positive solu-
tions for complex Cooperative develop-
ment or marketing problems, or a suc-
cessful record of conducting accurate
feasibility studies, business plans, mar-
keting analysis, or other activities rel-
evant to Cooperative development cen-
ter success.

(j) Local support. Applications will be
reviewed for previous and expected
local support for the Center, plans for
coordinating with other developmental
organizations in the proposed service
area and coordination with state and
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local institutions. Support documenta-
tion should include recognition of rural
values that balance employment oppor-
tunities with environmental steward-
ship and other positive rural amenities.
Centers that demonstrate strong sup-
port from potential beneficiaries and
formal evidence of the Center’s intent
to coordinate with other develop-
mental organizations will receive more
points than those not evidencing such
support and formal intent.

(k) Future support. Applications that
demonstrate their vision for funding
center operations for future years, in-
cluding diversification of funding
sources and building in-house technical
assistance capacity, will receive more
points for this criterion.

§4284.514 Grant closing.

(a) Letter of Conditions. The Agency
will notify an approved applicant in
writing, setting out the conditions
under which the grant will be made.

(b) Applicant’s intent to meet condi-
tions. Upon reviewing the conditions
and requirements in the letter of condi-
tions, the applicant must complete,
sign and return the Agency’s ‘‘Letter of
Intent to Meet Conditions,” or, if cer-
tain conditions cannot be met, the ap-
plicant may propose alternate condi-
tions to the Agency. The Agency must
concur with any changes proposed to
the letter of conditions by the appli-
cant before the application will be fur-
ther processed.

(c) Grant agreement. The Agency and
the grantee must enter into the Agen-
cy’s ‘‘Agriculture Innovation Center
Grant Agreement” prior to the advance
of funds.

§§ 4284.515-4284.599 [Reserved]

§4284.600 OMB control number.

The reporting and recordkeeping re-
quirements contained in this regula-
tion have been approved by the Office
of Management and Budget and have
been assigned OMB control number
0570-0006 in accordance with the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1995.

§4284.602

Subpart G—Rural Business
Opportunity Grants

SOURCE: 64 FR 71986, Dec. 23, 1999, unless
otherwise noted.

§4284.601 Purpose.

This subpart outlines Agency policies
and authorizations and sets forth pro-
cedures for making grants to provide
technical assistance for business devel-
opment and conduct economic develop-
ment planning in rural areas. The pur-
pose of this program is to promote sus-
tainable economic development in
rural communities with exceptional
needs by:

(a) Promoting economic development
that is sustainable over the long term
through local effort without subsidies
or external support and that leads to
improvements in quality as well as the
quantity of economic activity in the
community;

(b) Catalyzing economic development
projects by providing critical invest-
ments that enable effective develop-
ment projects to be undertaken by
rural communities that, with the Rural
Business Opportunity Grants (RBOG)
assistance, will be able to identify
their needs and take full advantage of
available resources and opportunities;

(c) Focusing assistance on priority
communities (defined in §4284.603); and

(d) Sponsoring economic develop-
ment activities with significant poten-
tial to serve as examples of ‘‘best prac-

tices” that merit implementation in
rural communities in similar cir-
cumstances.

§4284.602 Policy.

(a) The grant program will be used to
assist in the economic development of
rural areas.

(b) Funds allocated for use in accord-
ance with this subpart are also to be
considered for use by Indian tribes
within the State regardless of whether
State development strategies include
Indian reservations within the State’s
boundaries. Indians residing on such
reservations must have equal oppor-
tunity, along with other rural resi-
dents, to participate in the benefits of
these programs.
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